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desk, and I ask for their first reading
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time en bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 1775) to address gun violence, im-
prove the availability of records to the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check
System, address mental illness in the crimi-
nal justice system, and end straw purchases
and trafficking of illegal firearms, and for
other purposes.

A bill (H.R. 3237) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2021, and for other pur-
poses.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I now ask for a
second reading, and I object to my own
request, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will
receive their second reading on the
next legislative day.

———

CELEBRATING THE 149TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ARBOR DAY

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 194.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 194) celebrating the
149th anniversary of Arbor Day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I know of no
further debate on the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I ask unani-
mous consent that the King amend-
ment to the preamble at the desk be
agreed to, that the preamble, as
amended, be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the amendment to the pre-
amble?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1875) was agreed
to as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the preamble)

In the preamble, strike the tenth whereas
clause and insert ‘‘Whereas sustainably
grown wood can be used in a wide variety of
resilient infrastructure and building applica-
tions—from traditional timber framing to
high-tech mass timber—and as a natural, re-
newable, and biodegradable material, the
significant use of wood building materials in
buildings and bridges helps decrease global
carbon emissions;’’.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, was agreed to as follows:
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Whereas Arbor Day was founded on April
10, 1872, to recognize the importance of
planting trees;

Whereas Arbor Day is a time to recognize
the importance of trees and an opportunity
for communities to gather and plant for a
greener future;

Whereas Arbor Day is observed in all 50
States and across the world;

Whereas participating in Arbor Day activi-
ties promotes civic participation and high-
lights the importance of planting and caring
for trees and vegetation;

Whereas such activities provide an oppor-
tunity to convey to future generations the
value of land and stewardship;

Whereas working forests have contributed
to an increase in the number of trees planted
in the United States and are sustainably
managed, with less than 2 percent of working
forests nationally harvested each year;

Whereas a key factor in preventing forest
conversion and deforestation is keeping for-
ests productive;

Whereas working forests are a critical part
of a nature-based solution to climate change,
and by providing a continuous cycle of grow-
ing, harvesting, and replanting, active forest
management maximizes the ability to se-
quester and store carbon and improves forest
resilience;

Whereas private forests play an important
role in conserving at-risk and declining spe-
cies, and collaborative conservation efforts
can benefit species while also helping to
keep forests as forests;

Whereas sustainably grown wood can be
used in a wide variety of resilient infrastruc-
ture and building applications—from tradi-
tional timber framing to high-tech mass
timber—and as a natural, renewable, and
biodegradable material, the significant use
of wood building materials in buildings and
bridges helps decrease global carbon emis-
sions;

Whereas the Arbor Day Foundation and
the Tree City USA program have been com-
mitted to greening cities and towns across
the country since 1976, and in that time,
more than 3,400 communities have made the
commitment to becoming a Tree City USA;

Whereas Tree City USA communities are
home to more than 143,000,000 people in the
United States who are dedicated to core
standards of sound urban forestry manage-
ment and who dedicate resources and time to
urban forestry initiatives, which helps make
their communities and our country a better
place to live;

Whereas National Arbor Day is observed on
the last Friday of April each year; and

Whereas April 30, 2021, marks the 149th an-
niversary of Arbor Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes April 30, 2021, as ‘‘National
Arbor Day’’;

(2) celebrates the 149th anniversary of
Arbor Day;

(3) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Arbor Day; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to participate in National Arbor Day
activities.

———

KIDS TO PARKS DAY

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 228, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 228) designating May
15, 2021, as ‘‘Kids to Parks Day”’.

May 20, 2021

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, that the preamble be agreed
to, and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I suggest the
absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

S. 1260

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, in my
lifetime, China has gone from a poor
and isolated country to now account-
ing for nearly 20 percent of global gross
domestic product. There is no doubt
that the ingenuity of the Chinese peo-
ple has contributed to this success, but
we know the driving force behind this
dramatic rise is the aggressiveness of
the Chinese Communist Party. Its aims
can be summed up with four R’s: resist,
reduce, replace, and reorder.

China resists American economic in-
fluence by manipulating American
businesses and industries and stealing
intellectual property. It reduces inter-
nal dissent and free expression of ideas
through mass surveillance and censor-
ship of its own people, and it seeks to
exert its power and influence in the
United States. The Chinese Communist
Party intends to replace America as
the world’s technology leader through
the Made in China 2025 initiative,
which seeks to achieve Chinese domi-
nance in high-tech manufacturing. Fi-
nally, it hopes to reorder international
norms and institutions around itself.
That is their vision. That is their
strategy. That is their plan.

Now, the Chinese Communist Party’s
ruling strategy can best be described as
“win at all costs.” In other words, they
do not play by the same rules we do.
And make no mistake, these ambitions
paint an alarming picture for the
United States and our allies.

Former Attorney General Bill Barr
said last year: ‘It is clear that the
PRC,” or People’s Republic of China,
‘‘seeks not merely to join the ranks of
other advanced industrial economies,
but to replace them altogether.”

In everything from electric cars to
advanced robotics, to artificial intel-
ligence, China aspires to lead global

228) was
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